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Abstract 
 at 
school and the development of the personality at the two different types of school, the army type and the general type of school. 
The result shows that the parenting style has a significant association with r = 0.116; p = 0.00). 
Interestingly, the result also indicates that the non-army type of job of father have tendencies to practice permissive parenting 
style whereas the army type of job prefers to practice an authoritarian parenting style.  
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1. Background of the Study 
Studies on parenting styles have attracted enormous researchers around the world. Various aspects of dimension 
on the parenting among children have been devoted to explore the best practices of rearing a child. As parents are 
considered as a role model of the child development, the influence of the father and mother are significant. It is 
believed that the influence were significant right from the beginning the moment the child is birth. Yet it is also 
believed that not just the influence but the task of raising the child is considered as huge because of the expectation 
that the parent themselves have.  
 
In regards to parenting style, Baumrind (1996) categorised the style into four types namely the authoritative, 
authoritarian, permissive and uninvolved. Authoritative refers to the parenting that combining of both demanding 
and responsive at equal portion. Authoritative parents would normally allow the children enough freedom of 
expression where the sense of independencies is developed (Berk, 2000). The authoritarian parents are characterized 
by behaviours that are highly demanding, directive and most of the time nonresponsive. Children who are exposed 
to the authoritarian style are more likely to be anxious and withdrawn. The permissive on the other refers to parents 
who are tent to be either democratic or directive. Interestingly children who are educated under permissive style are 
prone to be friendly, sociable and creative but may also be verbally impulsive, aggressive and resistant to limit-
setting in most occasions. Whereas the uninvolved parents are individual that prefers to practice low responsive and 
demands to their children. 
 
The parenting styles are actually representing behavioural activitities that the children and the parents manifest in 
the family interaction. In regards to the style the parents practicing, the children behaviour offers images of the 
interaction in which the activities are taking place. Many questions are developed related to the interaction between 
parents and the children, especially the parenting style that the parents practicing at home. Does the parenting styles 
related to the types of job of the parents? I
personality? Is there any relationship between the parenting style and the children achievement at school? In what 
ways, if any does the level of th  
 
There are bodies of knowledge develop consistently in understanding the parenting style related to several 
aspects. As such, researchers are very much aware of how important the role of parents to the child development. 
The findings however have a mixed result although most of them are sometimes complimenting each other. 
Nevertheless the richness of the studies will stimulate however the more comprehensive research to be taken. 
 
Aunola et al. (1999) in their study on parenting style has 
indicated the effect of level of education to the style opted. They found that there are tendencies of parents with high 
level of education to use more authoritarian parenting style to their children. Though the parents are assumed to 
have higher involvement in the children learning compared to parents who have lower. This is perhaps are very 
much related to the expectation that the parents have to their children. The father for example would have expected 
the children to acquire at least the same standard as they are. This will make the process of educating the children to 
be more structured and sometimes rigid.  
 
In the studies on parents income it were indicated that the parenting style of the parents are normally related 
closely. The question here is that whether the living of the family is likely to affect both the parenting and the 
economic circumstances. In more precise words is the involvement of the parents in the children development. Vast 
majority of past findings agreed upon the importance of the  involvement. Herman, Dornbusch, Herron & 
Herting (1997) for example have shown that a positive father-child relationship is associated to the enhancement of 
the academic outcomes of the children. As parents they are expected to understand the unique developmental 
characteristics of the children because it can be considered as a central element to the achievement of the children 
(Caskey & Anfara Jr., 2007).  
 
It is also agreed that the parenting style is also playing important role in the children personal development. 
Although children, especially in their adolescent ages are closer to their peers, they still require guidance in which 
1581 Zainudin Abu Bakar et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  69 ( 2012 )  1579 – 1584 
the parents is indicate  time (Allen et al., 2003) and their 
personal secrets or problems (Soenens et al., 2006) with their parents. As parents, in fact they must have patient and 
willingness in order for them to always be around and available for the children to share their personal problems 
(Papalia, Olds & Feldman, 2009). This is important as Gutman & Eccles (2007) highlighted that children who have 
chances to share their toughts and feelings are more likely to develop high self-confident. Deep understanding of the 
parents as such is crucial especially in avoiding the feelings and thoughts that the parent is understood as trying to 
control their lives (Gray & Steinberg, 1999).  
2. Purpose of Study 
The purpose of this study is two folded: on the one hand, investigating the relationship between the parenting 
style in which the parent practices and the children achievement at school and, on the other hand, testing whether 
he preferred parenting style of the parents as well as the 
types of personality of the children.  
3. Methodology 
The location of the study is in the state of Melaka and the North Johor, Malaysia. Students who are studying in 
Year 5 of primary school (age around 11 years) in two different types of school; the army type and the general type 
were selected for this study. Two army-type of schools in Melaka and one non-army type in Melaka and one from 
north Johor have been selected for this study. The army school type is where the parents are working as army 
personnel as compared to the general school type who are working as other than army personnel. As the number of 
students in Year 5 was small than expected, all 391 students were selected. 
 
The Primary School Parenting Style Questionnaire (PSPSQ) for the data collection of this study is developed 
based on the concepts and theories of parenting style proposed by Baumrind (1991), Greenspan (2006) and Coste 
(2011) with several adjustments and modifications. Test-retest has been done to measure its validity and reliability 
Analysis of mean, analysis of variance, and correlation is used to analyse the data. 
This is conducted in order to address the issues highlighted in the purpose of the study.  
4. Findings and Results 
Regardless of the school, result shows that all the parenting style is practiced by the parents. However, analysis of 
mean shows that the authoritarian is the most preferred parenting style to be practiced by the parents. In regards to 
gender it is suggested that there is no significant different of the preferred parenting style by the parents (Table 1 
below shows the F = 0.893; p = 0.410). 
 
 
Table 1: Analysis of Variance on Gender and Parenting Style 
 
GENDER df F Sig. 
Between Groups 
Within Groups 
2 
388 
0.893 0.410 
 
In terms of achievement, the parenting style has a significant different between groups (F = 14.112; p = 0.00). 
ievement (r = 
0.116; p = 0.00). These are clearly recorded in Table 2 and Table 3 below. 
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Table 2: Analysis of Variance on Level of Education of the Father and Parenting Style 
 
GENDER df F Sig. 
Between Groups 
Within Groups 
2 
388 
14.112 0.00 
 
 
Table 3: Analysis of Correlation between Level of Education and Parenting Style 
 
GENDER PARENTING  
Correlation Coefficient 
Sig. (2 tailed) 
N 
0.12* 
0.021 
391 
    * Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level 
 
Interestingly, the analysis of correlation between th
significant association. Table 4 shows the r value is 0.287 and the p value at 0.00.  
 
Table 4: Analysis of  
 
GENDER PERSONALITY  
Correlation Coefficient 
Sig. (2 tailed) 
N 
0.287* 
0.00 
391 
    * Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level 
 
5 below indicates that the army-type of job has the tendencies of developing negative personality among children 
whereas non army-type of job developing more positive personality.  
 
Table 5: Analysis of  
 
JOB 
PERSONALITY  TOTAL  
Positive Negative  
Army-Type  
Non Army-Type 
Total 
85 
110 
195 
141 
55 
196 
226 
165 
391 
     
 
significant different of the 
differences between tested variables. 
 
Table 6: Analysis of  
 
JOB 
PARENTING  TOTAL  
Authoritarian Permissive Indulgent  
Army-Type  
Non Army-Type 
Total 
203 
124 
327 
14 
41 
55 
9 
0 
9 
226 
165 
391 
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parenting style among fathers. Table 7 below shows the analysis of the association where r = 0.182 and p = 0.000. 
Based on both analyses, the cross tabulation and the correlation, although both type preferred to practice 
authoritarian parenting style, it also indicates the possibility of some of the non army-type of job of fathers to 
practice permissive style. 
 
Table 7: Analysis of  
 
 PARENTING STYLE  
Correlation Coefficient 
Sig. (2 tailed) 
N 
0.182* 
0.00 
391 
* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level 
 
5. Conclusions and Recommendations 
The study has shown that the academic achievement of the children at school is related closely to the parenting 
style practiced by the father at home. In line with the previous studies it indicates that the parenting style in which 
the father practicing will influence the development of self-confident among children which in turn will influence 
the academic achievement at school as well.  
 
Similarly in the personality development, the influence of parent, in this case the father is crucial to the children. 
The past findings have shown that failure of identifying the right parenting style will influence the type of 
personality that the children will developed  positive or negative, especially during their adolescence time.  
 
the style that they want to practice. In other words, it indicates of possibilities of the congruencies between the 
 
 
In conclusion as fathers we should not be failed to identify the types of our job have a tendencies to interfere to 
our parenting style. Therefore, we should aware of the specific requirement before making decision of the parenting 
style within our family. It should also be based on the understanding of the parenting style that need to be done not 
just by looking at the best practices being practiced but also the uniqueness of the our children as a whole.  
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